
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM

To: Glenn Shankle, Executive Director Date: April 26, 2005

Thru: Dan Eden, Deputy Director
Office of Permitting, Remediation & Registration

From: Wade M. Wheatley, P.E., Director
Waste Permits Division

Subject: License Application for a Proposed Low-Level Radioactive Waste Disposal Facility:
Evaluation of Merit

Waste Control Specialists LLC is the sole applicant for license authorization for the near-surface
disposal of low-level radioactive waste.  The license application was submitted to the Texas
Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) on August 4, 2004.  It was declared administratively
complete February 18, 2005.

The proposed disposal facility is located in Andrews County, Texas.  The site is approximately 31 miles
west of the City of Andrews and six miles east of the City of Eunice, New Mexico.  The proposed
facility is located about one-half mile east of the Texas-New Mexico border and one mile north of State
Highway 176.  The applicant proposes two landfills, one for federal facility waste generated by the
federal government, known as the federal waste facility (FWF), and the other for Texas Compact waste
generated by entities in Texas and Vermont, known as the compact waste facility (CWF). The FWF is
approximately 100 acres, and the CWF is approximately 30 acres. Overburden geologic sediments will
be removed, and both landfills will be excavated into the underlying Dockum Group, a 1400-foot
claystone with interbedded sandstone lenses. The applicant believes disposal into this geologic unit will
be protective of human health and the environment.  The proposed operating life of each landfill is 35
years.

Texas Health and Safety Code (TH&SC) Section 401.232 requires that the TCEQ prepare a written
evaluation of each administratively complete low-level radioactive waste disposal application using
statutory criteria established under Sections 401.233-401.236.   The evaluation is based on technical
merit and includes disciplines such as natural characteristics of the site, financial assurance, engineering
design, operations, and socioeconomics. 

TH&SC Section 401.232 requires that the TCEQ conduct a public meeting in the county of the
proposed facility to receive public comment on the administratively complete license application.  A
public meeting was held in Andrews on March 31, 2005 to receive comment.  

Attachment A is the evaluation of merit of the WCS application, organized by the criteria established by
TH&SC Sections 401.233-401.236.  Attachment B provides agency responses to comments received



at the public meeting in the City of Andrews and written comments received on the application prior to
the March 31, 2005 meeting.  Attachment C is a court reporter transcript of the oral comments. 
Attachment D contains copies of the written comments.


