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The Colorado River of Texas

Å Largest river within Texas

Å Second largest intrastate 
watershed in United States

Å Central portion of watershed 
covers 15,000 square miles 
(ñFlash Flood Alleyò)

Å Almost 900 miles long (LCRA 
controls lower two-thirds) 

Å Not affiliated with that other 
Colorado River (which was 
named in 1776)
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The Old Austin Dam

In the 

1890s, 

the City 

of Austin 

began 

building 

a dam 

across the 

Colorado 

River.
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The Old Austin Dam

The 

dam was 

considered  

a marvel for 

its time.
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The Old Austin Dam

But floods 

from heavy 

rains 

destroyed the 

dam in 

April 1900.
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The Old Austin Dam

The city 

tried to 

rebuild the 

dam. 

But it was 

heavily 

damaged 

by floods 

in 1915.




